
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
 
As part of the new Knowing Science program in Grade 1 at Mary Kay McMillin Early 

Childhood Center, students in Mrs. Susan 
Poage's class learned about sound and vibration. 
They built box and rubber-band guitars to hear 
different pitches. The design flaw: the rubber 
bands caused the boxes to bend in, affecting the 
sound.  
 
The design challenge was to engineer a 
structural support to the guitars just like real 
guitars. They used straws, elbow braces, 
cardboard, and craft sticks to design and build 
interior supports so the guitar could be 

strummed, plucked, and played.  The Knowing Science program is aligned with Next 
Generation Science Standards. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Over the past several weeks, Preschool classes at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood 
Center have been participating in an in-depth study 
about roads.  One of the observations that 
preschoolers shared when exploring this topic was: 
"Who fixes the roads when they are broken?" 
 
With the help of the Berkeley Heights Department of 
Public Works, the MKMECC Preschoolers had an 
opportunity to learn about the "black, hot" 
material, called asphalt, that gets poured on roads.  
 
The young students also learned about the truck that 
is used to transport the materials, and the tools that can be used to spread the asphalt.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 
 
Why do people park on the driveway and drive on 
the parkway? These are just two questions that 
awarding-winning New Jersey poet BJ Ward 
recently asked the Fifth Grade students at Thomas 
P. Hughes School. 
 
Visiting each Grade 5 class three times, Professor 
Ward conducted nine workshops in all during 
September and October.  The focus was not only 

poetry writing, 
but on word 
choice.  His 
words of advice 
were: “no lazy verbs allowed and be SPECIFIC!” 
 
Many of the Hughes students may have groaned upon 
hearing they would spend time writing poetry, but their 
attitude soon changed.  Professor Ward engaged the 
children with his lively personality, word games, and 
several rounds of Simon Says.  Each student wrote two 
poems, and anthologies will be created during the course 
of the school year so that the students can share and 
enjoy each other’s work.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 

 

  
  

Scientists in Grade 4 classes at Mountain Park 
School recently observed and compared four different 
types of soil.  They worked cooperatively and learned that 
soils are composed of essentially the same types of 
materials (inorganic earth materials and humus), but the 
amounts of the materials vary.  Students speculated on 
where each of the four types of soil came from: mountain, 
desert, river delta, or forest. 

 
The students 
asked questions, 
planned and 
carried out 
investigations, 
engaged in 
argument from evidence, and communicated 
information.  The Mountain Park students really 
love our new hands on Science curriculum!   Go 
Science! 

 
**************************************************************************** 
Grade 4 students of Mrs. Marie Pellegrini and Mrs. 
Michele Guerriero recently experienced a close read of 
an article titled, "Some Pumpkins." Students 
previewed vocabulary and used Alexa to confirm the 
definitions of those key words. 
 
Then, with Mrs. Maria Graziano, MPS Reading 
Specialist (pictured) providing guidance, students were 
able to visualize and sketch what was happening in this 
nonfiction piece. In the near future, these sketches will 
be used to summarize the text.  
 
**************************************************************************** 
  

Mountain Park School students honored Mrs. Judy 
Rattner with a special framed heart with students' 
fingerprints on her last day as Berkeley Heights 
Superintendent of Schools.   
 
Students from each classroom presented Mrs. Rattner 
with a beautiful good-bye speech, which highlighted her 
care for our schools and well-wishes for her retirement.  



 
WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 
 
The students of William Woodruff School 
began their month with the Week of Respect.  
Mrs. Aida Swon, WWS School Counselor, 
visited the classrooms to provide lessons 
aimed at getting students to reach out to 
others just by saying “hello” and exploring 
common interests.  In Spanish classes, Mrs. 
Wendi Goldstein emphasized the 
importance of respect by teaching the 
students common words and phrases in 
Spanish.  Pictured here are Grade 4 students 
Sana Shaikh (left) and Ethan Robertson 
(right). 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

Woodruff School students continue to put their feet to the 
pavement as they participate in the bi-weekly Walk-to-
School Days.  The month of October had three scheduled 
events to promote the fun of walking to school and having 
time to socialize and be around nature.  The students also 
recognized that by walking to school they are helping to 
save the environment by cutting down on rides to school 
and pollution.  Pictured here on their walk to school are 
Hannah Weitman (left) and Cameron SanAntonio (right). 
 
************************************************** 
Student Council Elections at William Woodruff School 
will occur on Election Day, November 6th, but the election 
process at WWS has already begun.  The school recently 

held elections for grade level representatives in Grades 3 through 5.  The 65 students 
elected by their peers will work with the Executive Board to support others in the 
community, nation, and world through their fund-raising efforts.  The student 
representatives will also sponsor fun and exciting School Spirit days each month and will 
operate and manage the Woodruff School Store.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 
 
WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 
 
Halloween is probably one of the students’ favorite 
holidays of the year.  Students are able to dress up in 
neat, outlandish, or maybe ghoulish garb to 
celebrate.  The students in Mrs. Wendi Goldstein’s 
Spanish classes have been learning about the culture 
of Mexico and the celebration of Dia de los Muertos, 
or Day of the Dead.  This holiday is celebrated from 
Halloween through November 2nd, and it is a time 
when families gather to remember family members 
who have passed away.  Mrs. Goldstein has been 
teaching the students the importance of family, 
cultural events, and treats associated with the 
holiday.  Pictured are Grade 5 students Patricia 
Umali (left) and Michael Xu (right). 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

October is Fire Safety Month.  Each year, 
William Woodruff School invites a 
firefighter to the school to discuss with the 
students and staff the importance of fire 
safety.  This year, Captain Stephen Ameli 
of the West Orange Fire Department, the 
father of a student at the school, came to 
discuss what to do in a fire and how best to 
avoid fires.  He emphasized the importance 
of having working fire alarms, and to 
replace the batteries in these alarms on a 
yearly basis.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Columbia Middle School students were greeted each morning with hallway banners 
promoting friendship, community, and empathy during the annual Week of Respect, held at 
CMS in early October.  

As each school day began, 
morning announcements 
included reminders of each of 
the day’s themes (shown at 
right).  In conjunction with the 
Berkeley Heights School 
District’s Strategic Plan goal to 
improve the overall climate of 
our schools, the middle school 
hosted the “Say Something” assembly for all students.  This event was followed by teacher-
led discussions during Advisory Period later that day.   

 
The “Say Something” program was started by 
several families who lost loved ones as a result of 
the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting in 
Connecticut six years ago.  They are a national 
non-profit organization committed to educating 
students on how they can help prevent acts of 
violence in our schools.  

The Week of Respect at CMS concluded with a 
call to “Be a hero to someone else.”  Students 
dressed as superheroes, and many adults took this 
theme to heart and joined them.  Pictured here at 
left are students (L to R) Sanjana Lal, Katherine 

Mooney, Alina Schiller, Nicholas Angelos, Leah Brogden, Alexander Hufnagel, and CMS 
Guidance Counselor Gale Dolan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Governor Livingston High School recently honored those students selected by the College 
Board as Semifinalists and Commended Students in the National Merit Scholarship 
Program during a special recognition breakfast at the school. 
 
These GL students are outstanding scholars who have demonstrated the ability to achieve 
academic excellence.  Established in 1955, the National Merit Scholarship Program is one 
of the most academically competitive programs for high school juniors for recognition and 
scholarships.  High school students enter the National Merit Program by taking the 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT), which is an 
assessment that serves as an initial screen of approximately 1.5 million entrants each year.  
 
In early September, high schools throughout 
the nation are notified as to whether any of 
their students have qualified as National Merit 
Semifinalists. To ensure that academically- 
talented young people from all parts of the 
United States are included in this talent pool, 
Semifinalists are designated on a state-
representational basis. They are the highest 
scoring entrants from each state. To be 
considered for a National Merit Scholarship, 
Semifinalists must advance to Finalist standing 
in the competition by continuing to meet high 
academic standards and other requirements. 
This year, Governor Livingston High School is proud to have two students who have been 
recognized as National Merit Semifinals, Evelyn Doskoch and Olivia Tang.  
Congratulations to both! 
 
Commended Students in the National Merit Program are chosen on the basis of a 
nationally applied Selection Index score that may vary from year to year.  Some of these 
students become candidates for special scholarships sponsored by corporations and 
businesses, and they represent only slightly more than two percent of all students who took 
the PSAT/NMSQT.  Governor Livingston High School is proud to have seven Highlanders 
chosen as Commended Students this year: Somer Campbell, Arice Chang, Ryan Davey, 
Samuel Lee, Lorenzo Pagdanganan, Aaron Wang and Ann Xu.  Congratulations to all! 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL (continued) 
 

In late October, nearly 70 Governor Livingston High School students were inducted into 
the GLHS Chapter of the National Honor Society. 
 
In the National Honor Society Pledge, these honored students pledged to “maintain 
high scholastic standing, to endeavor intelligently and courageously, to be a leader, to give 
of myself freely in service to others, and to hold as fundamental and worthy an untarnished 

character.” 
 

Established in 1921, the National Honor Society (NHS) is an 
organization designed to recognize students who have 
attained a high level of academic achievement while 
displaying the qualities of leadership, service, and 
outstanding character.  
 

For more information about this organization, please see the Governor Livingston High 
School National Honor Society website at https://sites.google.com/bhpsnj.org/nhs/home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 
 
This month, professional development for both Special Education and General 
Education teachers in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools has been focused on 
collaborative teaching. 
 
Teachers at William Woodruff School and Thomas P. Hughes School received in-depth 
co-teaching training from Dr. Chris Shamburg of the New Jersey Coalition for 
Inclusive Education (NJCIE).  Meanwhile, Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood 
Center and Mountain Park School teachers received refresher co-teaching training that 
focused on specially designed instruction and station teaching from Michele Gardner, 
Berkeley Heights Director of Special Services.  Mrs. Gardner also provided teachers 
from Columbia Middle School and Governor Livingston High School with co-teaching 
training that focused on the models of co-teaching as well as motivation and self-
regulation in the classroom.  Other professional development in the district this fall 
included topics such as school refusal/avoidance, Project Read, and diagnostic 
assessment tools. 
 
The Special Services Department will conduct its first Special Education Parent Advisory 
Committee (SEPAC) Parent Workshop on November 14th at 7:00 p.m. in the Governor 
Livingston High School Media Center.  Mr. Frank Greenagel, MPAP, LCSW, and Mr. 
Steve Siebelts, LSW, GLHS School Social Worker/Transition Coordinator, will present 
“Preparing for the Empty Nest: Promoting Independence & Coping Strategies for 
Parents.”  Parents are encouraged to visit the Special Services website (www.bhpsnj.org 
click on “Services” tab, then click on “Special Services”) for up-to-date SEPAC meeting 
and parent presentation information.  

 


